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Our Location

Waitakiri Primary School is located at 170
Burwood Road in the peaceful suburb of
Burwood, in northeast Christchurch,

New Zealand. The school is beautifully
positioned, backing directly onto the
Travis Wetlands, a significant ecological
reserve that provides rich learning
opportunities and a tranquil natural
backdrop. It is also surrounded by a
number of parks and green spaces,
including Bottle Lake Forest Park, making it
an ideal setting for outdoor learning and
play. Close to the Avon River, QEIl
Recreation Centre, golf courses, and
beach areas, the school lies just Skm from
Christchurch’s city centre and about 20
minutes from the airport. With local bus
services right at the gate, Waitakiri is well-
connected, nestled in a friendly and
welcoming community.

Our Site

We are fortunate to have a spacious,
single-level campus with beautifully
landscaped outdoor areas, expansive
playing fields, and dedicated basketball
and netball courts. Our international
learners particularly enjoy the wide open
spaces, which also include large
playgrounds and our very own orchard-
providing plenty of opportunities for fun,
play, and outdoor learning.




Principal
Andrew Barker

Téna koe, Welcome

It is a real pleasure to welcome you to
Waitakiri Primary School.

Waitakiri is proud of its strong reputation
for academic excellence and high
performance. We are known for our
innovative approach and quality teaching
practices.

We warmly welcome international learners
and value the diversity they bring to our
inclusive and supportive school
community. Our flexible learning spaces
and exceptional facilities promote
creativity, curiosity, and meaningful
engagement in learning.

| feel very privileged to lead Waitakiri
Primary School. | am proud of the
nurturing environment we provide and the
opportunities available to all learners.

| look forward to welcoming your family
and helping make your child’s learning
journey at Waitakiri a truly rewarding
experience.

Naku iti noa, na (Yours sincerely)

Andrew Barker
Principal

International Manager
Hayley Walker

As the International Manager, my role is to ensure
a seamless experience for our international
learners—from the initial inquiry and offer of place
through to orientation, pastoral care, and ongoing
support during their time at our school. | serve as
a vital link between international families,
students, and our teaching staff, fostering strong
communication and collaboration. | also ensure
that we are consistently aligned with the Code of
Practice, continuously seeking ways to improve
our programme, with the wellbeing of our
international learners always at the heart of what
we do.




Our School

Waitakiri Primary School is a modern, purpose-built school
opened in 2015, designed with safety, sustainability, and
student learning at its core. Our campus features a large
central courtyard with beautiful gardens, supporting our focus
on the environment. The school is built to maximise learning
through collaborative teaching in flexible, open-plan studios
that allow students to work in large or small groups, or
independently, depending on the activity. We also have our
very own on-site café, perfect for a hot chocolate before
school, and a large hall used for sports, assemblies, and school
events.

Our Values

At our school, we are proud to be REAL learning heroes, guided by
four core values:

Respect - We care for ourselves, others, and our environment.
Encourage Others - We lift each other up with kindness and empathy.
Achieve Our Best - We work hard, aim high, and persevere through
challenges.

Lifelong Learners - We stay curious and keep learning beyond the
classroom.

These values help us create a safe, supportive, and inspiring place
where everyone can grow. Being a REAL hero is something we're
proud of every day.

At Waitakiri Primary School, we have developed a local
curriculum guided by the New Zealand Curriculum, allowing us
to tailor learning to reflect our community’s values and vision.
Our students gain skills and knowledge across a variety of key
learning areas including mathematics, English (literacy), the
arts, science, social sciences, technology, health and physical
education, while also developing key competencies.

In addition to this, students engage in enriching subjects such
as Inquiry based learning and Te Ao Maori, ensuring an
enjoyable, well-rounded and culturally responsive education
for all students.

International Learners

We offer weekly English language sessions in small groups to
support our international learners. These sessions help develop
speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in a caring and
encouraging environment. Students gain confidence while also
learning about New Zealand culture, local customs, and the
unique history of our school.

To help students thrive at Waitakiri Primary School, we ask that
international learners have a functional knowledge of English.
We recommend at least two years of prior English tuition, as it
is important for students to follow instructions in English for
their safety and well-being.




Sports and Activities

We offer a wide range of activities and clubs for enjoyment,
competition or an added responsiblity. Some run throughout
the year, a term, or a sports season, while others are available
on specific days. Many of these activities take place during
lunchtime, before the children eat.

Sports include: Aerobics, Netball, Soccer, Hockey, Rippa Rugby,
School/Zone/Canterbury Cross Country, Basketball, Athletics,
Touch Rugby, Swimming, Triathlon, and Duathlon.

Other activities include: Chess Club, Kapa Haka, Rock Band,
Crochet Club, Enviro/Garden Club, Student Council, Librarians,
Road Patrol, Choir, Digital Workshops, and Minecraft Club.

We do not have ‘homework’ that children take home at
Waitakiri. The only learning that is required to be completed at
home are basic facts (maths) and reading each night. In
addition we have the option of Year 4 - 6 students completing
Home Learning REAL Challenges, which are completed at home
with the support of family members. There is a wide range of
options with a variety of indoor, outdoor, technological and
environmental challenges for students to choose from, or they
can even “design their own challenge”. You will be given
information about our home learning challenges when you
start with us.

Waitakiri Primary School has an Enviroschools GreenGold Status,
meaning that we look after our environment in every possible
way. This is the highest award available. We have an orchard area
where children look after our gardens and chickens. We also
have solar panels on our roof to help our power usage. Our
Enviroschools programme and our student-led Enviroteam have
a busy schedule supporting our children to plan, design and
implement sustainability actions that are important to them and
our community. As part of our commitment to reducing waste,
we have a Nood Food policy, which encourages children to bring
lunchboxes without wrappers.

Positive Behaviour for Learning, to help create a safe,
respectful, and inclusive environment. PB4L promotes positive
relationships and behaviours, and supports our anti-bullying
approach. We encourage all students, staff, and families to be
REAL Heroes every day.

PB4L-School Wide takes a whole-school approach to behaviour
and learning, while also meeting the needs of individual
students. Based on international research, the framework
helps schools build a positive culture where respectful
behaviour and effective learning are a natural part of daily life.




Our People

At Waitakiri our International Manager will help you with
organising everything you need for your child’ s learning at
school. Our staff and children are friendly and caring. We take
an interest in everyone’s well-being at school. We are a school
of REAL heroes which means we are Respectful, Encouragers,
Achievers and Lifelong Learners. We encourage diversity and
respect people from other cultures. Our staff and children are
bucket fillers, where we each have an invisible bucket with the
singular purpose of holding good thoughts and feelings about
ourselves.

Our Local Area

Burwood is a friendly, welcoming community near Waitakiri
Primary School, with easy access to beaches, parks, adventure
areas, libraries, and recreation centres. With great local cafes,
shops, and public transport, it's a great place to live and study.
Christchurch, known as the ‘Garden City’, is a safe, beautiful
city that blends heritage charm with a modern CBD. It’s ideal
for walking and cycling, with new green spaces and cycleways.
There are several local golf courses and we’re just 1.5 hours
from the nearest ski field. Whether you're after adventure or
relaxation, Christchurch and the wider Canterbury region offer
endless chances to explore and enjoy.

Schedule, Dates & Fees

School Hours: 8.55am - 3.00pm

8.55am - 10.40am : Learning block 1

10.40am : Playtime/Morning tea

11.00am - 12.30pm : Learning block 2

12.30pm : Playtime/Lunchtime

1.25pm - 3.00pm : Learning block 3

3.15pm : All children to leave school grounds

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 3.30pm

Fees & Term Dates: For a full list of fees, term dates and
enrollment options, please visit our website or contact our
International Manager at international@waitakiri.school.nz

Testimonials

|

“Claire had an amazing year studying in NZ. She really enjoyed
her time there — made lots of good friends, and her English has
improved so much. We've seen how much more confident and
independent she’s become since she went. We're so thankful
she was able to spend time in such a warm and supportive
environment.” - Steve (Korea)

We are deeply grateful to the entire Waitakiri team for the love
and care Olivia received over the past two months. Choosing
Waitakiri has truly been one of the best decisions in Olivia’'s
educational journey. We've seen such incredible growth in her
— she’s become more mature, more polite and kind, and of
course, her English has improved remarkably.

Chong, Gloria & Olivia (China)



JOIN US TODAY!

International learners who attend Waitakiri Primary School are offered a safe,
welcoming environment and a high-quality education. Caring teachers
support each child’s learning, helping them build confidence, friendships, and
strong English skills through hands-on, real-life experiences. Our
International Manager, Hayley Walker will be able to assist you in your exciting
journey of living in another country and be able offer helpful advice and
information that you need regarding studying and living in our community.
Our office and teaching staff are also very happy to help you.
If you would like an Enrolment Information Pack, please contact Hayley, our
International Manager. Please feel free to contact us with any questions you
may have. We look forward to hearing from you.

Contact

Contact: Hayley Walker - International Manager
international@waitakiri.school.nz

170 Burwood Road, Burwood, Christchurch 8083
Phone +64 3 383 2736



See our website
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